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In this groupwork, we will practice generating dot-and-whisker plots to visualize regression model results
using the ggcoefstats function from the ggstatsplot package. The goal of this assignment is to help you
become familiar with the process of extracting and manipulating regression outputs, as well as creating
customized visualizations.

For this assignment, we will analyze the relationship between oil income and political rights. Specifically,
we hypothesize that higher oil income is associated with lower political rights in the subsequent year, as
increased reliance on oil income might reduce incentives for democratic reforms. We will use data from the
following research paper:

Aslaksen, S. (2010). Oil and democracy: More than a cross-country correlation? Journal of Peace Research,
47(4), 421–431

Additionally, we will practice extracting regression results into a tidy dataframe using the broom package,
which prepares the data for any personalized visualization you might need beyond dot-and-whisker plots.

Initial Setup
Before starting the exercises, set your working directory, load the required packages, and import the
aslaksen2010.rds dataset. For reference, this dataset is used in the research paper:

Aslaksen, S. (2010). Oil and democracy: More than a cross-country correlation? Journal of Peace Research,
47(4), 421–431.

Exploring the Relationship Between Oil Income and Political Rights
In this groupwork, we will examine how oil income influences political rights. We hypothesize that countries
with higher oil income (expressed as a share of GDP) will have lower political rights in the subsequent year.

To test this hypothesis, we will first estimate a simple regression model to establish the baseline relationship
between oil income and political rights. Next, we will run a multivariate regression model by adding relevant
control variables that may influence the relationship between the key variables. Finally, we will visualize the
regression results using dot-and-whisker plots generated by the ggcoefstats function to clearly observe the
effect sizes and the uncertainty surrounding our estimates.

Exercise 1: Estimating Simple Regression Model
Let’s first run a simple linear regression model to analyze the impact of oilshare alone on political rights
in the upcoming year (pr_lead). The oilshare variable is not part of the original dataset, but you can
construct it by multiplying the volume of oil extraction (oil_wb) by the price of oil (oilprice), then dividing
this product by the GDP, and finally multiplying the result by 100 to express oilshare as a percentage.
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https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/abs/10.1177/0022343310368348
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/abs/10.1177/0022343310368348


Also, replace NA values with 0 for countries where oil_wb equals 0, since a country that does not extract
any oil should have an oil income of 0. This will prevent errors in subsequent analyses.

Exercise 2: Estimating a Multivariate Regression Model
To better understand the relationship between oil income and political rights, add control variables for
additional factors. In this step, we include the current level of political rights (pr), population (population)
and real GDP per capita (rgdppc). By controlling for pr we can more accurately isolate the effect of oil
income on future political rights, ensuring that any observed changes in pr_lead are not simply due to
pre-existing political conditions.

Note: In this step, make sure to transform population and real GDP per capita into logarithmic scales to
simplify the scale differences. Name these new variables lpop (logged population) and lrgdppc (logged real
GDP per capita).

Exercise 2.1: Expanding Multiple Regression Model
Finally, extend the multivariate regression model by adding education (educ) and a variable that accounts
for the degree to which a country is integrated into the global economy (open) as additional predictors. Run
the updated regression model and save it as m3.

Exercise 3: Generating Dot-and-Whisker Plot with ggstatsplot

Exercise 3.1: Dot-and-Whisker Plot for a Single Model

Create a dot-and-whisker plot for the single regression models using the ggcoefstats function. As seen in
the Data Visualization III Walkthrough, this function converts your regression results into a tidy dataframe
(with coefficient estimates, standard errors, and confidence intervals) and plots each estimate as a dot with
whiskers.

Exercise 3.2: Upgrading the Dot-and-Whisker Plot

Challenge yourself to enhance the clarity of the plot. For instance, rename the variables to be more descriptive
and remove the detailed text labels.

For a complete list of all features you can modify in ggcoefstats, please refer to the ggcoefstats GitHub
page.

Exercise 3.3: Combined Dot-and-Whisker Plot for Multiple Models

Compare the regression estimates across models by combining dot-and-whisker plots for the single regression
model and the two multivariate regression models into a single figure.

Bonus Exercise
Extend Model 3 by adding additional control variables from the data, and run a new regression model (Model
4) that includes all predictors from Model 3 plus these extra controls. Then, update your dot-and-whisker
plot to compare all regression models. Provide a brief discussion on how the inclusion of the new control
variables affects the coefficient estimates.

Exercise 4: Extracting and Customizing Tidy Regression Results
While ggcoefstats provides clear visualizations, you might want to further customize your output or create
alternative visualizations. To do this, extract the model results into a tidy dataframe using the broom package.
Use the tidy() function to obtain a dataframe with regression coefficients, standard errors, and p-values.
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https://www.uscspec.org/copy-of-regression-i
https://github.com/IndrajeetPatil/ggstatsplot/blob/main/R/ggcoefstats.R
https://github.com/IndrajeetPatil/ggstatsplot/blob/main/R/ggcoefstats.R


Conclusion
In this groupwork, we examined how oil income influences political rights by running multiple regression
analyses and visualizing the results with dot-and-whisker plots generated by the ggcoefstats function from
the ggstatsplot package. We began with a simple model and progressively added additional controls to
observe how the estimates evolved. We then combined the plots from different models into a single figure to
facilitate direct comparisons.

Moving forward, we will continue to build on these concepts in the homework assignment, providing further
opportunities to practice and refine your data visualization skills for displaying regression results.
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